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ISSUED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 








HONORARY CONSULTANTS DISSOLVED 


The United States District Court for the District of 
Columbia, in Civil Action No, 2514-52, has issued the fol- 
lowing Decree, in re the Association of Honorary Consultants 
to the Army Medical Library, Inc.: 

"This cause came on to be further heard, at this 
term of Court, and thereupon, upon consideration thereof, 
it is, by the Court this 9th day of December 1952, 

ADJUDGED, ORDERED AND DECREED, that the Auditor's 
Report filed herein on November 10, 1952, be and _ the 
same is hereby ratified and confirmed, and it appearing 
from such report that the objects for which the Asso- 
ciation of Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical 
Library, Inc. was organized are impracticable, it is 
further, 

ADJUDGED, ORDERED AND DECREED, that the corpora- 
tion organized under the laws of the District of 
Columbia on January 27, 1947, known as The Honorary 
Consultants to the Army Medical Library, Inc. be and 
the same is hereby dissolved. 


[Signed] Luther Youngdahl 
Judge" 





Printing cost borne by Association of Honorary Consultants to the Army Medical Library. 
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FRIENDS OF THE ARMED 
FORCES MEDICAL LIBRARY 


As of the last week in December 1952, the FRIENDS had 
125 members. This would seem to indicate that the organi- 
zation has successfully come through the critical post-natal 
period, and has a bright future. 


DR. WEED DIES 


Dr. Lewis Hill Weed, formerly Chairman of the Division 
of Medical Sciences, National Research Council, died at his 
home in Reading, Pennsylvania, on 21 December 1952, after a 
long illness. Dr. Weed was an Honorary Consultant to the 
Army Medical Library and was the first Chairman of the Sur- 
geon General's Committee of Consultants for the Study of the 
Indexes to Medical Literature Published by the Army Medical 
Library, from its beginning in July 1948 until his resigna- 
tion because of illness in the summer of 1949, 


SUBJECT HEADING LIST 


Plans are now well under way to publish the list of 
subject-headings used in the Current List of Medical Liter- 
ature. It is hoped that the Tist may be Issued by Iate 
spring. 





When the new Current List first appeared (July 1950), 
a pre-existing list of subject-headings was used as a tem- 
porary expedient. This list underwent many changes, and it 
was evident before many months had passed that what was 
needed was an overall, coordinated attack on the problen, 
rather than the piecemeal approach which was being followed. 





During the summer and early fall of 1951, a team con- 
sisting of three people from the Library staff and three 
members of the Indexing Project at the Welch Medical Library 
undertook this large task. Methodology developed by the 
Project was utilized; tentatively established subject-headings 
were segregated into sixteen broad categories (as names of 
organisms, pathological conditions, anatomical sites, and so 
forth), and each subject-heading was punched on an IBM card, 
coded for category. Individual members of the six-man team 
were given the responsibility of working up individual cate- 
gories in a preliminary way; the entire team then went over 
each category, checking coverage and form with established 
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and authoritative works in the particular field. Categori- 
zation made possible the critical examination of all entries 
in a relatively small bloc. Anomalous headings were elimi- 
nated; new headings and new cross references were made. 
Simultaneously, work was progressing on the choice of 
standard sub-headings, with attention to the addition- 
al problems attendant upon the combination of main headings 
and sub-headings. 


In the late fall of 1951 the resulting revised list was 
run off on IBM tabulating machines in a small preliminary 
edition; this list has been used in the production of the 
Current List since the issue for January 1952. During the 
Succeeding months the revised list has been constantly 
refined as additional experience and practice have accum- 
lated. The Library now has reached the conclusion that the 
list is sufficiently well-tried and is suitable for publi- 
cation and wide distribution, 


It is emphasized that the published list is the subject- 
heading authority list used in the production of the Current 
List. Subject headings used in the card catalog (and pub- 
Tished annual Catalog) of the Library are something else 
again. It has long been an unchallenged assumption in 
library circles that lists of subject-headings for books 
and for use in periodical indexes were two entirely separate 
things; our experience has led us to question some por- 
tions of this position. Currently AFML has in being a Com- 
mittee on Subject Headings, consisting of Miss Mary E. 
Grinnell, Mss Winifred A. Johnson, and Mr. Seymour I. Taine 
(Chairman); part of the task of this Committee will be to 
consider the problem of bringing the Library's two subject- 
heading authority lists closer together, or in fact fashion- 
ing a large segment of headings which might be common to 
both lists. 


EXHIBITS 


The exhibit for January will consist of a series of 
portraits in color of leading American surgeons by famous 
American artists, from the Art Section files, and a display 
of some of the subjects' writings, from the Library's main 
and History of Medicine Division collections. Included will 
be portraits of Philip Syng Physick, William Shippen, Jr., 
painted by Gilbert Stuart, David Hayes Agnew, painted by 
Thomas Eakins, and James William White, painted by Sargent, 
as well as those of George W. Crile, the Mayo brothers, 
Franklin Martin, and John M, T. Finney, and others. 
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The Library's September exhibit on Physicians to the 
Presidents, prepared by Mr. Charles A. R0Oos, Head of the 
Document Section, will be on view in the M@dical Museum of 
the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology all this month, 


AVAILABLE WORK FORCE 


Our personnel records over a period of years show that 
we may expect a “percentage of effectiveness" of about 85; 
that is, of the 260 working days available, about 40 will be 
lost due to a combination of annual leave, sick leave, holi- 
days, maternity leave, or leave without pay. 


During the past year, in the top management echelon of 
the Library - the Chiefs of division - we have had a situa- 
tion where for long periods the top jobs were unoccupied, 
One Chief's position was unfilled for five months, another 
Chief was seriously ill for two months, and a third Chief 
was on loan to the State Department for three months. 


The New Year begins somewhat inauspiciously in this 
regard. Mr. Samuel Lazerow underwent an operation at the 
Johns Hopkins Hospital on 31 December which will keep his 
away from his desk for a month; it is a satisfaction to 
report that the operation was successful, and that Mr, 
Lazerow is making a splendid recovery. Mr. Joseph Tucker, 
who has been deeply involved in budget, personnel, and 
supply problems, has been ordered by his physician to take 
a month's rest. Miss Ruth MacDonald, who has been survey- 
ing technical processes at the American Library in Berlin, 
will not return to her desk until 19 January. 


This manpower loss will be offset to a degree by the 
momentarily expected arrival of a Navy officer to fill the 
position of Adjutant, left vacant since the departure of 
Captain Harold W. Tucker last May. 


MILESTONE 


With this issue the NEWS begins its eighth year of 
publication. Following three issues of a mimeographed NEWS 
LETTER, the NEWS began with the issue for November 1945. 
We paraphrase several announcements in these early issues 
by saying that we welcome comments on the material presented 
here, and will be grateful for suggestions for improvement. 











